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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a scuff mark removal tool. In 
particular, the invention is a tool that aids a person in 
removing scuff marks from uncarpeted floor surfaces whrle 
remaining in an upright standing position. 

People often try to keep a clean environment in therr 
25 homes and workplaces. This is accomplished by routine 

cleaning of the area by the home owner or by a custodian of 
an office, store, or school. One important chore involved in 
the routine cleaning is removing scuff marks from uncarpeted 
areas of the floor. Scuff marks result when shoe soles, 
30 chairs, furniture, or similar items rub across the unoarpeted 
fl oor surface and leave residue, thereby causing black marks 
on th e floor surface. Scuff marks are particularly prevalent 
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on linoleum and wood floors. These black marks are often 
composed of dirt, tar, or rubber and are difficult to remove 
with ordinary cleaning products. Further, because of the 
stubborn nature of the marks, cleaning the floor with a mop 
5 normally does hot rid the surface of the marks. 

in order to rid the floor surface of these unsightly 
scuff marks, it is often necessary for a person to scrub the 

contact with the marks is sometimes the only means of 
10 removing said marks. This can cause a great strain on a 

person's body, particularly his or her knees and shoulders. 
M oreover. kneeling down on the floor typically causes the 
person to become dirty. 

Thus, there exists a need for a tool that enables a 
15 person to thoroughly clean scuff marks from an uncarpeted 
floor surface without having to kneel down to the floor. 

.narked area, thereby removing any tar, dirt, or rubber marks 

20 therefrom. 

While the units available may be suitable for the 
particular purpose employed, or for general use, they would 
not be as suitable for the purposes of the present invention 
as disclosed hereafter. 
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SUMMARY 0" THK TMVENTION 



in view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the 
prior art, the present invention provides an improved scuff 
5 mark removal tool. As such, the general purpose of the 
present invention, which will be described subsequently in 
gr eater detail, is to provide a new and improved scuff mark 
removal tool which has all the advantages of the prior art 
and none of the disadvantages. 
10 To attain this, the present invention essentially 

comprises a scuff marK removal tool used to remove tar, dirt, 
■ and rubber scuff marks from an uncarpeted floor surface. The 
tool has a handle portion and a felt-covered ball attached to 
the handle portion. The felt-covering on the ball 
15 effectively removes the scuff marks when rubbed against the 
ma rks without scratching the floor surface. The ball allows 
the tool to be effectively used while the handle is held at 
almost any angle with respect to the floor. 

It is an object of the invention to produce a scuff mark 
20 removal tool that allows a user to effectively removes marks 
from an uncarpeted floor surface while remaining in a 

.,„„,„ the user holds the proximal 
standing position. Accordingly, the us 

e „d of the tool and positions the distal end of the tool over 
the marked area of the floor. Downward pressure is then 
25 applied to the tool as the user maneuvers the tool distal end 
over the area until the mark is removed. 
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To the accomplishment of the above and related objects 
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact, 
however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations 
are contemplated as being part of the invention, limited only 
by the scope of the claims. 
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RRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

in the drawings, like elements are depicted by like 
reference numerals. The drawings are briefly described as 
5 follows. 

FIG 1 is a diagrammatic perspective view of the scuff 
m ark removal tool, illustrating the handle portion mated with 
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the ball. 



fig 2 is an exploded view of the tool, illustrating 
attachment of the handle portion with the ball. 

FIG 3 is a diagrammatic perspective view of the scuff 
15 mark removal tool in use, removing scuff marks from a floor 
surface. 
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REFERENCE NUMERALS 



10 scuff mark removal tool 

12 scuff mark 

5 14 floor surface 

16 handle portion 

16D handle portion threaded distal end 

16P handle portion proximal end 

18 ball 

10 18A ball outer covering 

20 ball top end 

22 ball bottom end 

24 ball threaded aperture 
26 user 

15 
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]JJlimJI pggCTIfTIgjj OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS 1-3 illustrate a scuff mark removal tool 10 that is 
used to remove tar, dirt, and rubber scuff marks 12 from an 
5 uncarpeted floor surface 14. The tool 10 essentially 

comprises an elongated handle portion 16 and a felt-covered 
ball 18 attached to the handle portion 16. The ball 18 rs 
substantially spherical and is preferably made from a 
resilient material, such as rubber. 
0 The removal tool handle portion 16 comprises a threaded 

distal end 16D and a proximal end 16P. Referring momentarily 
to FIG 3, the proximal end 16P is held by a user 26, while 
the distal end 16D is directed downward towards the marked 
floor surface 14. The distal end 16D of the handle 16 is 
15 threaded in order to be selectively mateable with the ball 
18 , as will be described in greater detail hereinafter. 

The handle portion 16 is preferably constructed from a 
lightweight durable material that is resistant to bending or 
snapping when downward pressure is applied thereto. Suitable 
20 materials include, but are not limited to, wood, metal, or 

pl astic. While the handle portion 16 may be constructed wxth 
different lengths for users' of various heights, said portron 
U is preferably approximately thirty-three <33«> inches in 
iength with a diameter of approximately one and one-half ,1 

25 1/2") inches. 

The ball 18 has an outer covering 18A, said outer 
covering 18, being fabricated from a tightly woven synthetrc 
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or wool felt material. This material is effective in 
reaving scuff mar*s 12 from the floor surface 14 without 
scratching said floor surface 14. Further, the rubber 
interior of the ball 18 provided the necessary support for 
5 the ball 18 when pressure is applied thereto, yet is 
resilient for preventing fatigue to the user 26. 

The ball 18 further comprises a top end 20 and a bottom 
end 22, said top end 20 having a threaded aperture 24 
extending downward into the ball 18 from the ball outer 
10 covering 18A. The threaded aperture 24 is sized to 

OT odate the threaded distal end ISO of the handle portron 
16 A s illustrated in FIG 2, the threaded distal end 160 of 
the handle 16 is selectively „ated with the threaded aperture 
24 in order to secure the ball 18 thereto. 
15 While the tool 10 is intended for use in removing scuff 

mark s 12 from uncarpeted floor surfaces 14, it is ^rtant 
to note that the use of the tool 10 is not lifted to 
removing scuff marKs from any particular surface. Because of 
the length of the handle portion 16, the tool 10 ,ay be 

a s cabinets, doors, and ceilings. Further, the tool 10 may 
be utilized outdoors in removing marKs fro* window shutters. 
ex terior doors, and automobile tire walls, hubcaps, and 

In use, the handle threaded distal end 16, is threaded 
25 into the ball threaded aperture 24. The handle portion 16 rs 
tightened within the ball 18 in order to prevent 
unintentional removal of the ball 18 therefrom during use. 
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Once the handle portion 16 is secured within the hall 18, the 
user 26 crips the handle proximal end 16P and the ball bottom 
end 22 is brought into contact with the marked floor surface 
U The user 26 then applies downward pressure on the handle 
16 while maneuvering the ball outer surface 18A against the 
scuff mart 12 until said mark 12 is removed from the floor 
surface 14. Once soiled, the ball 18 may be replaced with a 
new, unused ball 18 as necessary. 

in conclusion, herein is presented a scuff mark removal 
tool The invention is illustrated by example in the drawing 
figures, and throughout the written description. It should 
b e understood that numerous variations are possible, whrle 
adhering to the inventive concept. Such variations are 
contemplated as being a part of the present invention. 
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